MARY AMATO

As A CHILD, MARY READ HARRIET THE SPY
AND KNEW SHE WANTED TO BECOME A
WRITER.

Mary Amato grew up scribbling in her
diaries in Libertyville, Illinois, and
graduated from Indiana University with
a teaching degree. She taught in public
and private schools, worked as a dance
teacher and choreographer, and wrote
many magazine articles. As soon as she
became a mother, she turned to her
first passion: writing for children. Mary attended the graduate writing program at Johns
Hopkins University, where she received her MA in fiction.

T always wanted to be a writer, but it took me a long time to believe that I could actually
become one. I started writing at the age of seven when my mother handed me a little spiral
notebook and told me to keep a journal of our trip to California. I liked the fact that I could
record something in my journal and then read it later. My favorite book as a child was Harriet
the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh because Harriet was a terrific journal keeper.

"T love to write. Not all writers love to write. I wake up every morning and can't wait to sit at
my dining room table and write. (I write on a laptop computer with a cup of tea nearby.) I
especially love to write books for children. I think that's because I needed books when I was a
kid. I turned to books when I was lonely or sad or confused or bored. It is extremely fun to
think that kids are reading my books.”

Mary divides her time between writing children's books and teaching dance. She lives in Silver
Spring, Maryland, with her husband, Ivan, and their two boys.

For more on Mary Amato, visit her website: www.maryamato.com.
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PLEASE WRITE IN THIS BOOK
illustrated by Eric Brace « Ages 7 - 10 « ISBN-13: HC - 978-0-8234-1932-6

When a teacher leaves a blank book in the Writer's Corner for her students to find, with the
instructions "Please Write in This Book," she hopes it will encourage her students to talk fo one another
in its pages. They do, and the result is an epic classroom battle.

DROOLING AND DANGEROUS: THE RIOT BROTHERS RETURN!
illustrated by Ethan Long * Ages 6 - 10 » ISBN-13: HC - 978-0-8234-1986-9

Orville and Wilbur are back with more games, more missions, and loads more fun. One day they are

spies, the next they are movie stars in the making. One thing is for sure: You'll never catch these
brothers with nothing to do!

*Look for STINKY AND SUCCESSFUL: THE RIOT BROTHERS NEVER STOP
Coming in 2007!

THE RIOT
BROTHERS!

SNARF ATTACK, UNDERFOODLE, AND THE SECRET OF LIFE:
THE RIOT BROTHERS TELL ALL

illustrated by Ethan Long * Ages 6 - 10 » ISBN-13: HC - 978-0-8234-1750-6, Pbk - 978-0-8234-2062-9
Orville and Wilbur Riot have no shortage of daily adventures. Sometimes they are undercover
detectives. Other times they challenge each other to see who can get the most underwear on his head.

Having ftrouble keeping up with Wilbur and Orville? Follow the Riot Brother Rule #4: Run, do not walk,
whenever possible.

“This hilarious story follows the antics of two boys with overactive imaginations. . . . Libraries will have
a hard time keeping Snarf Attack on the shelf." —School Library Journal

THE NAKED MOLE-RAT LETTERS

Ages 8 - 12 « ISBN-13: HC - 978-0-8234-1927-2

When her father begins a long-distance romance with a Washington, D.C. zookeeper, twelve-year-old
Frankie sends fabricated email letters to the zookeeper in an attempt to end the relationship, in this
story about family, friendship, and growing up.

"The story is told through diary entries and e-mails that will surprise and delight you.”
—The Washington Post

THE WORD EATER
illustrated by Christopher Ryniak_ Ages 8 - 12 « ISBN-13: HC - 978-0-8234-1468-0, Pbk - 978-08234-1940-1

A sixth-grade loner finds a magic worm that has the power to make things disappear. Will she use this
power wisely or to get revenge at her new school?

* ARIZONA YOUNG READERS’ AWARD
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