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“ ‘The Reluctant Dragon’ by Kenneth Grahame is a typical Holiday House
book: original in itself, perfect of its kind, and utterly charming. Has

anybody ever pointed out that these books make ideal collectors” items?”

— Publisher’s Weekly, 1938

“A rare combination of wit and imagination on the part of the author,
humor on the part of the illustrator, together with outstanding format
designed by Helen Gentry, make this a delightful edition of a popular

fantasy.”

— Booklist, 1938

“With this intriguing triumvirate, Kenneth Grahame has given us a little
classic; so march up, ladies and gentlemen, and procure your first editions .

.. for we prophecy that they will become valuable.”

—Boston Herald, 1939

“It is a title for every child’s library. And a good many adults, if they do not
already know him, will be delighted with his delectable dragon who had a

kind heart. . . . It belongs wherever it finds a kindred spirit.”

— Library Journal, 1939
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“J"he. Reluctant Dragon,” by Kenneth
Cirahame, illustrated by Ernest H. Shepard

(Holiday House, $1.25) was designed by
Helen Gentry. It was set by Charles O Brien,

in 14-point Linotype Caslon Old Face; and;ﬁ
printed on special Worthy 70-pound .-.mthuef
by William E. Rudge’s Sons; and bound by |
Russcll Rutter in Zeppelin Natural Finish. |

“The Reluctant Dragon” by Kenneth Gra-|
hame is a typical Holiday " House book |
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Books which get Honorable Méention arc—p—
Gustrated here. The title page, above,
was designed by Robert Josephy. Be-
low, page 1 of ““The Reluctant Dragon”

(Holiday House), designed by Helen
Gentry. Right, the beginning of
«“Hurry Hurry,” desig ned by the pub- !

lisher, Wllllam R. Scott

They neu rhat MM‘#‘#
camiE i 5 r_fm'ﬂlﬂltt

ﬂ"‘ﬁ” |
ONG AGO—might have beaﬁ;hp  of
years ago—in a cottage half-way between
an English village and the shoulder of the Downsa
shepherd lived with his wife and their little son.
Now the shepherd spent his days—and at certain
times of the year his nights too—up on the wide
ocean-bosom of the Downs, with only the sun and
the starsand the sheep for company,and the friend-
ly chattering world of men and women far out
of sight and hearing. But his little son, when he
wasn't helping his father, and often when he was

‘designed

ﬂﬁ' man «'hoakn abaﬁf ragon '
when - hia father discovered timt
there was a dragon in the cave on
the hillside where he took the sheep
for grass, hefwasn’t a bit excited. |
 The boy Wwent up to see the
dragon and found him a very quiet,
amiable sort of dragon who never
wrecked gardens or frightened
princesses or ate solitary travelers.
In fact, he wanted to be left alone,

for he was working on a sonnet and
‘'wanted to be quiet.

looked pretty serious, for St. George |
‘had never been known to lose a
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The dragon lived in the cave for
a time very happily until his pres-
ence was discovered by -the villagers
and they sent for St. George. Things

battle with a dragon and the boy
didn’t want his dragon friend hurt.
‘This called for some quick thinking,
but the boy managed it, and you
will be surprised to learn what a
reasonable man St. George was. 1

Children from 10 to 13 will enjoy=

'thls book, so different from 1:11e

‘usual dragon story. . e |

The Reluctant Dragon -

By Xenneth Grahame, rmuafﬁ‘ted by
Ernest Shepard (Holiday House, New
York; $1.26). /#1
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Grahame, Kenneth. The reluctant

draggn. 1938. unp. illus. Holiday
Hougef, $1.25.
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ﬁrat appeared in the

Js. ﬂ’he boy whose line was
i 1anﬂméh§r sort of way,”
ory and fairy tales with no

o T e U e il we s

- list ;‘i on betwaen ‘them, was not at
 all surprised twiém from his father that a real
‘dragon was in the cave on' the downs. The
illustrations by E. H. Shepherd have the delicate
~humor of the author, and the prg;ent. ad;tion, #

by Helen Gentry, is an m‘ _:".,.

‘attractive book. Grades 4-6.

See Bonklist 35% 143 Dm; 15‘3&-




GON by Kenneth Gra-
rﬁﬂ?éii’zzttated with sketches by
frnest H. Shepard (Holiday Hou_sg,I
NY., $1.25) is a very modernn sﬁph-<
ticated children’s book for all ag'osl
about the maligned peaceful‘Drag'on
living in a cave on an English hill-
dide, The Dragon confided to a neigh-
\wuring Boy (an expert on Dragons
tom his wide reading) that actually
liked nothing better than to lol]
¢ on the grass and recite his poetry
tud. The townspeople considered
the embodiment of evil and im-
+ted St. George to kill him. The
v, by hurried diplomatic maneou-
rings managed to satisfy the blood-
irsty townspeople, the pacifist dra-
on, and the Christian Saint. This
lightfully told account, charming
rents as well as children, recalls
ilne’s classic Winnie the Pooh stor-
g, Of a half-dozen bhooks chosen for
Book Clinie” awards, a monthly fea-
re of a trade paper, HURRY, HUR-
Y, and THE RELUCTANT DRA-
ON were both included, as among §
the best examples of book-design in
Jecember,
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srahame, Kenneth. 'The reluctant
dragon ; illus. by E. H. Shepard. 1938.
| 56p.] illus. Holiday house, $1.25.

A rare combination of wit and imagination on
the part of the author, humor on the part of
the illustrator, together with outstanding for-
mat designed by Helen Gentry, make this a
delightful edition of a popular fantasy. It was
formerly a chapter in Dream days. “For read-
g aloud, and for grades 4-6, (
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The book note below was published in the current i1ssue
of The Horn Book, and may be reprinted provided credit

s given to HORN BOOK.,

KENNETH (GRAHAMYP

Hlustrated by Ernest Shepard
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THE
RELUCTANT DRAGON by Kenneth Grahame, a perfect story

for Armistice Day.
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THE RELUCTANT DRAGON, by Kenneth Grahame (Holiday House.

$1.25). An engaging fantasy illustrated by Ernest Shepard. - ’ﬁ
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THE RELUCTANT DRAGON — Kenneth Grahame, Holiday House,
N. Y., 1938, $1.25,

A delightful story of a dragon who has survived to the present
day only because his easygoing nature kept him out of prehistoric
combat. Slightly unscientific but not more so than Alice i1n
Wonderland. Its humor is in a similar vein. It i1s sensitive to nature,
exciting and colorful and it has that deliciously quiet satire which

will appeal to the adult long before it reaches the child. 8-10 years.
| —CeciLiA S. Habe
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culty that he could be per-
uaded to fight St. George. The pie

ures, from the first to th
. George, the Dragon a
go off arm in arm, are

for tht—:-,ji:éry. (All ages)
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