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directions: With an adult’s help, copy 
this page onto cardstock and carefully 
cut out the ornaments with child safety 
scissors. Fold and glue or tape together 
the two sides of the ornament, punch a 
hole at the top, tie on a colorful ribbon, 
and hang the ornament on your tree!
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While two children help their 
family cut down and trim a 

Christmas tree, they learn a lot of 
fascinating things about it:

★���How trees became part of 
Christmas in America

★����When people started to decorate 
them

★���Why lights replaced candles

★���Why a president’s son hid a 
Christmas tree in his closet!

Legendary children’s book creator 
Tomie dePaola artfully blends facts 
and imagination in this companion 
to his popular Popcorn Book and 
Quicksand Book.  There are even 
directions for a make-it-yourself 
angel ornament at the end.

Also by Tomie dePaola

Tomie dePaola’s The Popcorn Book

“dePaola [has an] ingenious method of 
wrapping information in a cocoon of subtle 
humor. Ideal.”   —Booklist

Tomie dePaola’s The Quicksand Book

“A rare matching of humor and 
information.”   —Booklist, starred review

“Present[s] basic science information in an 
utterly appealing, humorous way.”
 —School Library Journal, starred review

Tomie dePaola’s The Cloud Book

“A beguiling mixure of entertainment and 
information.”   —Publishers Weekly

“The skillful blend of fun and information 
makes this book a great success.”
 —School Library Journal

Tomie dePaola’s Cats and Kittens

“Illustrated in rich colors, the book contains 
not only information on various breeds but 
comprehensive advice on cat care.” 
    —Publishers Weekly
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