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A new series for upper middle graders about a girl who
lived as an international thief, and now must return to
the real world whether she likes it or not. And she does
not. . . .
Frankie Lorde and her dad have been a team for as long
as Frankie can remember. Being a student under the man
responsible for some of the world’s biggest heists has given
Frankie a unique perspective on the world. And a special
set of life skills. Frankie can spot an FBI agent in a second.
Pick a lock in two seconds. Steal a Bugatti in three. But
then Dad is arrested.

Frankie is sent to live with her uncle, her dad’s brother who she barely knows and is, ironically, a cop. Now Frankie
must go to middle school and learn what suburban kids wear and eat. Frankie is now in Greenwich, Connecticut, one
of the richest towns in America. Seeing the starkness of super rich and the super not-rich who support the community
gives Frankie an idea. Maybe she can use her skills for doing good and even the score.

READING GROUP DISCUSSION
•

Study the book’s cover. What does it mean to be
“infamous”? Why is the title of the book ironic?

•

Discuss the structure and the point of view presented
in The Infamous Frankie Lorde: Stealing Greenwich.
How are the two related? How do the structure and
the point of view enhance the meaning and tone of
the story?

•

Describe how the author uses the character Dr.
Deerchuck to give the reader background knowledge on the setting, plot, and character development.
Did you find it to be an effective way of telling the
story?

•

Describe Frankie’s character. What does Frankie want
people to believe about her as a person? Do you think
people often believe the persona that she outwardly
portrays? What events in Frankie’s life have shaped
her as an Individual? How does the author introduce
Frankie’s unique perspective of the world at the beginning of the novel? What are Frankie’s strengths
and what are her weaknesses? How does the author
reveal these without Frankie explicitly stating them?

•

How does Frankie describe Greenwich, Connecticut?
What details does the author include that help to
visualize and imagine this environment? Describe the
impact the setting has on the story. How is Frankie’s
life influenced by the town?
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•

•

•

What role does Uncle Scotty play in the book? Why
is the relationship between Uncle Scotty and Frankie
ironic? Despite their differences, what do Uncle Scotty
and Frankie have in common? Do you think Uncle
Scotty was a good choice as guardian for Frankie?
How do you think Frankie’s dad would feel about how
his daughter is doing in middle school as a student, as
a friend, and as a thief?
What roles do Ollie and Annabelle play in the story?
Describe important details about these main characters as well as some of the supporting characters in
the book. How do these details allow you to develop a
better understanding of the characters, their actions,
and their opinions?
What conflicts does Frankie face in the story? Consider specifically some of the problems she encounters with people, with society, and with herself. How
does her personality and her point of view affect these
problems? After experiencing these conflicts, how
does Frankie grow as a person? What has she learned?

•

Which characteristics of the mystery genre are portrayed throughout the book? Find specific examples
of how the author integrates these characteristics. Did
the author answer the pressing questions you had?
What were those questions? Did she reveal truths
about characters falsely suspected?

•

Did the conclusion relate clearly to the beginning of
the story? Did the ending leave you feeling like you
wanted more? A sequel? What can you take away with
you as a reader? What did you learn from the story?

•

What are the different themes in the book? How are
the themes of friendship, trust, karma, and villain versus hero interwoven throughout the story? Explain
how specific events in the book relate to the themes.

•

Is Frankie a hero or is she a villain? Is it possible
for her to be both? At which point in the story does
Frankie appear to lean more toward a hero than a villain? When does she lean more toward a villain than
a hero?

Initial Reactions: Describe how you felt when . . .
•

Frankie and her dad were sitting in the café in Paris

•

Frankie was taken away from her father

•

you met Uncle Scotty

•

Ollie first held the door for Frankie

•

Frankie sat in the hearing with Uncle Scotty at the
courthouse and listened to Mrs. Martinez’s story

•

Annabelle read her journal entry to the class

•

Ollie revealed that he knew who Frankie really was

•

Uncle Scotty asked Frankie questions about Ollie
and invited him over for dinner

•

Ollie and Frankie went undercover as watch cleaners

•

Frankie and Ollie walked into the Gala

•

Frankie was attempting to switch the cell phones

•

Miles’ security guard saw Frankie coming out of the
private office

•

Frankie stood up to Annabelle in the cafeteria

•

Ollie and Frankie finally share their feelings of true
friendship
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