A note from award-winning author-illustrator
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“This book is right on time. Some of these inspiring stories of
nonviolent resistance will be familiar to young readers while others . . . will
be a revelation. Like acts of nonviolent resistance themselves, these stories
are sometimes quiet, but always powerful.”
Nikki Grimes
Children’s Literature Legacy Medalist.

Nonviolent resistance is all around us.

The idea for Resist has been with me for years. I would read a book

or an article about a great leader of an important social movement—
Mohandas Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
César Chávez—and I’d think, why not take a step beyond that person,
or that particular event, to the very concept that inspired them all? Why
not write about the idea of nonviolent resistance, with examples from
the past and present and subjects from around the world? As I began
collecting names, I was stunned by how many different ways there are to
peacefully bring about social change—also how effective they are.
Today, nonviolent resistance is all around us. Through marches and
rallies, news reports and blogs, people across the globe are speaking out
about issues that matter to us all and tirelessly working to bring about
change. This book is the story behind their story.

Diane Stanley,
Author-illustrator of RESIST! Peaceful Acts That Changed Our World
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Harriet Tubman
Elizabeth Cady Stanton
Woody Guthrie
Mohandas Gandhi
Irena Sendler
The Hollywood Ten
Claudette Colvin and Rosa Parks
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
The Greensboro Lunch Counter Sit-In
Martin Luther King Jr.
Larry Itliong, Dolores Huerta, and César Chávez
Richard Oakes and the Occupation of Alcatraz
The Tree-Sitters of Pureora
Father Luis Olivares and the Sanctuary Movement
Tank Man
Nelson Mandela
Ryan White
Ai Weiwei
“It Gets Better” Project
March for Our Lives
Greta Thunberg
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hat do Harriet Tubman,
Mohandas Gandhi, Tank
Man, and Martin Luther King Jr. have
in common? They used nonviolent
resistance to fight injustice or oppressive
regimes. Throughout history, people
have found peaceful ways to bring about
change, from strikes and boycotts to
protest marches to sitting and refusing
to move. They’ve made videos and
films, written books, recorded songs,
created art, blogged, tweeted, and filed
lawsuits. Because brave men and women
refused to be silent in the face of evil and
injustice, slavery was abolished, women
gained the right to vote, tyrants were
overthrown, the governments of nations
were changed for the better, and
thousands of lives have been saved.
In twenty-one brief, compelling
essays, accompanied by the rich and
vivid illustrations for which she is
celebrated, award-winning author and
artist Diane Stanley writes with passion
and conviction about some of our
greatest activists, past and present, from
Harriet Tubman to Greta Thunberg.
The result is a book that is as hopeful
as it is inspiring.
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From music to marches, from sit-ins to walk-outs, history’s activists
have led by example until they could no longer be ignored.
Available September 1st

Pre-Order a copy to share with the people who inspire you!
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hat do Harriet Tubman,
Mohandas Gandhi, Tank
Man, and Martin Luther King Jr. have
in common? They used nonviolent
resistance to fight injustice or oppressive
regimes. Throughout history, people
have found peaceful ways to bring about
change, from strikes and boycotts to
protest marches to sitting and refusing
to move. They’ve made videos and
films, written books, recorded songs,
created art, blogged, tweeted, and filed
lawsuits. Because brave men and women
refused to be silent in the face of evil and
injustice, slavery was abolished, women
gained the right to vote, tyrants were
overthrown, the governments of nations
were changed for the better, and
thousands of lives have been saved.
In twenty-one brief, compelling
essays, accompanied by the rich and
vivid illustrations for which she is
celebrated, award-winning author and
artist Diane Stanley writes with passion
and conviction about some of our
greatest activists, past and present, from
Harriet Tubman to Greta Thunberg.
The result is a book that is as hopeful
as it is inspiring.
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“Brief and thoughtful, this informative introduction to change-makers
gives inspiration to future activists.”
—Kirkus Reviews
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