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Lions and tigers for neighbors? 

That doesn’t bother Luke at all. It’s 

making new friends that scares him. 

Not only has Luke had to move from 

Florida to New York because of his 

dad’s job as a zoo doctor, but he’s also 

had to leave behind his beloved abuelo.

When Luke discovers a mysterious 

zebra-striped box, he’s determined to 

find the owner. To close the case, he’ll 

have to get to know the other kids on 

Zoo Lane.

Two-time Newbery Honoree 

Patricia Reilly Giff has crafted a light 

mystery about animal conservation 

and care, friendship, and problem-

solving, accompanied by Abby Carter’s 

delightful line artwork.

is the author of many acclaimed books 

for children, including Lily’s Crossing, a 

Newbery Honor Book and a Boston 

Globe–Horn Book Honor Book; Pictures 

of Hollis Woods, a Newbery Honor Book; 

Genevieve’s War, a Christopher Award 

winner; and A Slip of a Girl, which 

received two starred reviews. Her work 

for younger readers includes the best-

selling The Kids of the Polk Street School 

chapter book series and the Hunter 

Moran books. She lives in Connecticut.

has been 

drawing since she was eleven when 

she started a card business with her 

grandma. Carter has illustrated a number 

of books for children, including Ollie’s 

School Day: A  YES-and-NO Book, Daddies 

Do It Different, and the Andy Shane 

books.
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The plane roared to a stop. Luke’s throat 
burned. He told himself he was too old to cry.

Dad was talking. “You’ll love this place with 
its new zoo, Luke. Animals will too.” 

Dad waved his arms around. “Their spaces 
will be large. They’ll look like their homes in 
the wild. And their food will taste just right.”

Luke tried to nod. The animals might be 
happy here. But would he? 
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Honor Book; Pictures of Hollis Woods, a Newbery 

Honor Book; Genevieve’s War, a Christopher Award 
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starred reviews. Her work for younger readers 

includes the best-selling The Kids of the Polk 

Street School chapter book series and the Hunter 

Moran books. She lives in Connecticut.
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Check out other  
Mysteries on Zoo Lane!
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Tori and Sumiko circled around the zoo path. 
They watched otters splash in Cool Pool.

Lucky otters. 
Tori wished they had a pool in her yard. All 

they had was the hose. It sprinkled tiny drops 
of water.

Sumiko was ahead of her now.
“I’m coming,” Tori called. 
Wait. A green paper was tacked to a tree. 

Some of it had torn away.

Tori loves living on Zoo Lane  

with her family—and with her 

cousin Sumiko visiting from Tokyo 

soon, this is shaping up to be the best 

summer ever! 

But when rumors of a missing 

animal start to spread, Tori wants to 

help . . . except she doesn’t know 

which creature is on the loose. An 

ostrich? A little frog?  There’s also 

a strange noise coming from her 

backyard. It almost sounds like 

someone is calling her name! Tori is 

on the case.

Two-time Newbery Honoree 

Patricia Reilly Giff has crafted a 

mystery about animal conservation 

and care, friendship, and problem-

solving, accompanied by Abby 

Carter’s delightful line artwork.
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Two-time Newbery Honor author PATRICIA REILLY GIFF has a new 
illustrated book series! Giff crafts charming stories about conservation, animal care, 
friendship, and problem-solving. The Meet the Crew at the Zoo series provides 
readers with a fresh look at the work of zoologists and the programs and initiatives 
that today’s zoos are undertaking. Abby Carter’s engaging illustrations help with 
readers transitioning to chapter books! 

by Newbery Honoree PATRICIA REILLY GIFF     illustrated by ABBY CARTER
Perfect for readers transitioning to chapter books! 
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Meet The Crew At The Zoo
by Newbery Honoree Patricia Reilly Giff 
illustrated by Abby Carter
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Name That Animal!  Name That Animal!  

The Zoo is full of animals! You may know some, but some may be brand-new! As you read  
Meet the Crew at the Zoo, look out for each of the animals pictured below and fill in what they are!

1.Tiger  2.Tortoise  3.Peacock  4.Giraffe   5.Spider Monkey  6.Tapir  7.Meerkats 

1. __________________

5. __________________

6. __________________

7. __________________

2. __________________

3. __________________

4. __________________
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Design Your Own Zoo!Design Your Own Zoo!

Zoos are full of animal habitats and fun places to visit! Take a look at the map of the zoo in the  
beginning of the Mysteries on Zoo Lane books to see all the places the Zoo Crew can go. Now it’s 
your turn to design your own zoo! Use your imagination to fill it with anything you want. 

What types of animals are at your zoo? Are there any food stands? How about a place for you to live?

My Zoo’s name is: ___________________________________________
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Writing PromptWriting Prompt

From author Patricia Reilly Giff!

Emma took the long way home. She raced along the zoo path. 
She heard a lion roar, and then a tiger.
She turned the corner. Tim, the guard, was pinning up a sign.

MYSTERY!
Her friend, Jenny, slid to a stop behind her. “I’ll solve this,” she said.  
“I’m great at mysteries.”
Emma signed. She’d never solved a mystery.
Not once.
But then she saw the rest of the sign.
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Instructions: Now it’s your turn to finish the story! 

What does the sign say? 
What is the mystery that the zoo needs help with? 
Will Emma solve the mystery? 
If yes, what steps does she need to take to solve it? 
Does she have any help?


