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Mordicai Gerstein (1935–2019)
was awarded a Caldecott medal for 
The Man Who Walked Between the 
Towers. Four of his books were named 
New York Times Best Illustrated 
Books. His recent books for Holiday 
House include The Sleeping Gypsy  
and I Am Hermes!

As a child who always loved to  
draw, Mordicai was inspired by  
reproductions of fine art that his 
mother cut out of Life magazine  
and by children’s books from the  
library. After attending Chouinard  
Art Institute in Los Angeles, he  
was hired by an animated cartoon  
studio where he designed  
characters and generated ideas  
for TV commercials. 

Jeff Mack is an award-winning  
author and illustrator of many  
books for young readers, including 
Just a Story for Holiday House. He  
and Mordicai were friends and  
members of the same illustrators’ 
writing group. Mordicai asked Jeff  
to help work out a computer collage  
technique for Moose, Goose, and 
Mouse. When Mordicai realized he 
would not be able to complete  
the art, he asked Jeff to finish it. 
Jeff lives in Western Massachusetts. 
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Moose, Goose, and Mouse
take a train in the rain

to find a new house . . . 
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