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Lions and tigers for neighbors? 

That doesn’t bother Luke at all. It’s 

making new friends that scares him. 

Not only has Luke had to move from 

Florida to New York because of his 

dad’s job as a zoo doctor, but he’s also 

had to leave behind his beloved abuelo.

When Luke discovers a mysterious 

zebra-striped box, he’s determined to 

find the owner. To close the case, he’ll 

have to get to know the other kids on 

Zoo Lane.

Two-time Newbery Honoree 

Patricia Reilly Giff has crafted a light 

mystery about animal conservation 

and care, friendship, and problem-

solving, accompanied by Abby Carter’s 

delightful line artwork.

is the author of many acclaimed books 

for children, including Lily’s Crossing, a 

Newbery Honor Book and a Boston 

Globe–Horn Book Honor Book; Pictures 

of Hollis Woods, a Newbery Honor Book; 

Genevieve’s War, a Christopher Award 

winner; and A Slip of a Girl, which 

received two starred reviews. Her work 

for younger readers includes the best-

selling The Kids of the Polk Street School 

chapter book series and the Hunter 

Moran books. She lives in Connecticut.

has been 

drawing since she was eleven when 

she started a card business with her 

grandma. Carter has illustrated a number 

of books for children, including Ollie’s 

School Day: A  YES-and-NO Book, Daddies 

Do It Different, and the Andy Shane 

books.
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The plane roared to a stop. Luke’s throat 
burned. He told himself he was too old to cry.

Dad was talking. “You’ll love this place with 
its new zoo, Luke. Animals will too.” 

Dad waved his arms around. “Their spaces 
will be large. They’ll look like their homes in 
the wild. And their food will taste just right.”

Luke tried to nod. The animals might be 
happy here. But would he? 
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is the author of many acclaimed books for 

children, including Lily's Crossing, a Newbery 

Honor Book and a Boston Globe–Horn Book 

Honor Book; Pictures of Hollis Woods, a Newbery 

Honor Book; Genevieve’s War, a Christopher Award 

winner; and A Slip of a Girl, which received two 

starred reviews. Her work for younger readers 

includes the best-selling The Kids of the Polk 

Street School chapter book series and the Hunter 

Moran books. She lives in Connecticut.

has been drawing 

since she was eleven years old when she started 

a card business with her grandma. Carter has 

illustrated a number of books for children, 

including Ollie’s School Day: A  YES-and-NO Book, 

Daddies Do It Different, and the Andy Shane 

books.

Check out other  
Mysteries on Zoo Lane!
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Tori and Sumiko circled around the zoo path. 
They watched otters splash in Cool Pool.

Lucky otters. 
Tori wished they had a pool in her yard. All 

they had was the hose. It sprinkled tiny drops 
of water.

Sumiko was ahead of her now.
“I’m coming,” Tori called. 
Wait. A green paper was tacked to a tree. 

Some of it had torn away.

Tori loves living on Zoo Lane  

with her family—and with her 

cousin Sumiko visiting from Tokyo 

soon, this is shaping up to be the best 

summer ever! 

But when rumors of a missing 

animal start to spread, Tori wants to 

help . . . except she doesn’t know 

which creature is on the loose. An 

ostrich? A little frog?  There’s also 

a strange noise coming from her 

backyard. It almost sounds like 

someone is calling her name! Tori is 

on the case.

Two-time Newbery Honoree 

Patricia Reilly Giff has crafted a 

mystery about animal conservation 

and care, friendship, and problem-

solving, accompanied by Abby 

Carter’s delightful line artwork.
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More animal illustrated 
chapter books! Are you team 

SASSY SIMON 
or team 

BOUNCY BAXTER? 
 

HolidayHouse.com

Free Event Kit and Activity Sheets available 
at HolidayHouse.com/Dear-Beast
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