
Even though his father is away, serving
as a sailor in World War II, Clem is getting 
along okay. School is easy for him and his 
good humor makes him popular. At home he 
can even make his grumpy older sisters and 
quiet mother laugh. 

As soon as his family receives the news 
that their father has died in the Port Chicago 
disaster, everything begins to fall apart. Clem 
can barely recognize his home—or himself. 
The sadness is overwhelming, and money is 
now a huge problem. The obstacles put in 
place by racial injustice seem insurmountable. 
Now, being named after the father he barely 
knew takes on a whole new meaning. How 
can a boy who feels small and powerless live 
up to the legacy of his heroic father? How 
can Clem navigate this harsh new reality and 
still be true to himself?

From Lesa Cline-Ransome, the award-
winning author of the Coretta Scott King 
Honor book Finding Langston and Leaving 
Lymon, comes this third book in the acclaimed 
trilogy that masterfully explores mid-
twentieth-century America through the eyes 
of three African American boys: Langston, 
Lymon, and, now, Clem.
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LESA CLINE-RANSOME
is the author of more than twenty books for 
young readers. Her work has received a plethora 
of honors, including dozens of starred reviews, 
NAACP Image Award nominations, Coretta 
Scott King Honors, and a Christopher Award. 
Many titles have been named to ALA Notable 
Books and Bank Street Best Children’s Books 
lists. She lives in upstate New York.
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A Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book

The Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction

★ “Fascinating.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

★ “Will stay with readers long after they’ve finished it.”
—School Library Journal, starred review

★ “Memorable.” —Booklist, starred review

★ “Crisply paced.” —The Horn Book, starred review

A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the Year

A Bulletin of the Center for 
Children’s Books Blue Ribbon Book

★ “Captivating.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

★ “Another must-have.”
—School Library Journal, starred review

★ “Demonstrates a mastery of character development.”
—The Horn Book, starred review
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When eleven-year-old Langston’s 

mother dies in 1946, he and his father 

move from Alabama to Chicago’s 

Bronzeville. Langston must leave behind 

everything he cherishes: family, friends, 

Grandma’s Sunday suppers, even the 

magnolia trees Mama loved so much. 

The northern city is noisy and hectic, 

and their kitchenette apartment is just 

a lonely room with old newspapers 

covering up the holes. At school 

Langston is tormented for being too 

country. But his new home has something 

his old one did not: unlike the whites-only 

library back home, the George Cleveland 

Hall Library welcomes everyone. There, 

hiding out after school, Langston discovers 

another Langston, a poet whose words are 

powerful. In one of his poems lies a secret 

that will bring Langston closer to his 

mother’s spirit.

LESA CLINE-RANSOME
is best known for her picture books. Her 

most recent book, Before She Was Harriet, 

illustrated by James E. Ransome, received 

six starred reviews, a Christopher Award, 

a Coretta Scott King Honor Award for 

Illustration, and a nomination for an 

NAACP Image Award. Finding Langston

is her first novel. She lives in Rhinebeck, 

New York.

Cover art © 2018 by James E. Ransome
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★  “Poignant, bittersweet . . . . A 
fascinating work of historical fiction.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

★  “Readers who have struggled with 
grief, identity, racism, bullying, or 
loneliness will find their experiences 
reflected in this beautifully written
novel . . . . This is a story that will stay
with readers long after they’ve finished it.”
—School Library Journal, starred review

★  “Finding Langston is about cultural
heritage and personal growth and, 
at its heart, about finding home 
wherever you land.”
—Shelf Awareness, starred review

★ “A memorable debut novel.”
—Booklist, starred review

HONORS AND PRAISE FOR Finding Langston

★  “This crisply paced book is full of 
historical details of the Great Migration.”
—The Horn Book, starred review

“There aren’t any explosions in this spare 
story. Nor is there a happy ending. 
Instead, Langston discovers something 
more enduring: solace.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Cline-Ransome has written a moving 
story about loss, love, and finding one’s 
voice. . . . Lyrical and rich.”
—Seattle Book Review

“Superb . . . . The book doesn’t shy 
away from the topics of segregation and 
discrimination. . . . A story rich in history 
and human complexity.”
—SocialJusticeBooks.org

A Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book

The Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction

A Junior Library Guild Selection

A Kids’ Indie Next Pick
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Coretta Scott King Coretta Scott King 
Honor-winning Honor-winning 

FINDING LANGSTONFINDING LANGSTON

★“Compelling . . . ”
—Kirkus Reviews

★“Engaging.”
—Booklist

★“Exceptional characters . . . 
� is whole series deserves a 

place on library shelves 
 everywhere.”

—School Library Journal

★“[A] mastery of � rst-person 
narration.” 

—Horn Book Magazine

SEE THE WORLD THROUGH 
CLEM’S EYES. 
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★  “Poignant, bittersweet . . . . A 
fascinating work of historical fiction.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

★  “Readers who have struggled with 
grief, identity, racism, bullying, or 
loneliness will find their experiences 
reflected in this beautifully written
novel . . . . This is a story that will stay
with readers long after they’ve finished it.”
—School Library Journal, starred review

★  “Finding Langston is about cultural
heritage and personal growth and, 
at its heart, about finding home 
wherever you land.”
—Shelf Awareness, starred review

★ “A memorable debut novel.”
—Booklist, starred review

HONORS AND PRAISE FOR Finding Langston

★  “This crisply paced book is full of 
historical details of the Great Migration.”
—The Horn Book, starred review

“There aren’t any explosions in this spare 
story. Nor is there a happy ending. 
Instead, Langston discovers something 
more enduring: solace.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Cline-Ransome has written a moving 
story about loss, love, and finding one’s 
voice. . . . Lyrical and rich.”
—Seattle Book Review

“Superb . . . . The book doesn’t shy 
away from the topics of segregation and 
discrimination. . . . A story rich in history 
and human complexity.”
—SocialJusticeBooks.org

A Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book

The Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction

A Junior Library Guild Selection

A Kids’ Indie Next Pick
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★  “Poignant, bittersweet . . . . A 
fascinating work of historical fiction.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

★  “Readers who have struggled with 
grief, identity, racism, bullying, or 
loneliness will find their experiences 
reflected in this beautifully written
novel . . . . This is a story that will stay
with readers long after they’ve finished it.”
—School Library Journal, starred review
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at its heart, about finding home 
wherever you land.”
—Shelf Awareness, starred review

★ “A memorable debut novel.”
—Booklist, starred review
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—The New York Times Book Review
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