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N E A L  P O R T E R  B O O K S
H O L I D AY  H O U S E  P U B L I S H I N G ,  I N C .

H o l i d a y H o u s e . c o m

P r i n t e d  i n  C h i n a

Matt Myers is the author and 
illustrator of Hum and Swish and 
the illustrator of many books for 
children, including Battle Bunny,  
A Dog Named Doug, and the Infamous  
Ratsos series, which won a Geisel 
Honor. When he’s not painting or 
writing, he likes to build things,  
dig in the dirt, and hang out  
with his chickens. He  
lives in Charlotte,  
North Carolina.

We are wild.
We are children  
of the forest . . . 
Seeking a life of freedom and  
adventure? Look no further than 
your own backyard! For one boy  
and his younger sister, all that’s 
needed to survive is a bow, a quiver, 
and their wits . . . along with a few  
pilfered snacks and a very active 
imagination. 

Out in these uncharted spaces the  
brave duo encounters everything  
from a ferocious mountain lion to  
a hulking canine beast. When the  
sun dips low, they pitch a tent and  
set up camp, complete with a special  
contraption to ward off predators.  
But in the end, strange nighttime  
sounds and a few fearsome creatures  
can be pretty unsettling, and one’s  
own bed starts to look awfully  
appealing . . . 
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Two siblings set off to live a life of adventure in the 
untamed wilds of their own backyard in this funny 

and beautifully illustrated picture book.

Matt Myers is the author and illustrator of Hum and Swish 
and the illustrator of many books for children, including  
Battle Bunny, A Dog Named Doug, and The Infamous Ratsos 
series, which won a Geisel Honor. When he’s not painting  
or writing, he likes to build things, dig in the dirt, and hang  
out with his chicken. He lives in Charlotte, North Carolina.

• Be Wild! Go on a nature hunt
• Mother Nature Always Provides! Collage craft
• The Ways of Survival! Camp in your backyard
• Seek & Find! Find the hidden objects

WHAT'S INCLUDED :

MEET THE CREATOR
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Go on a nature hunt in your backyard or  
local park. Grab a small bucket or container  
and try and collect as many of these as you can! 

Pine cone

Leaf

Flower

Twig

Grass

Bark

Seed pods

Small stones

Feathers
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MOTHER NATURE 

ALWAYS PROVIDES! 
Make a collage with the things  
you found on your nature hunt!

YOU WILL NEED:
• Clear contact paper
• Items from your nature hunt

DIRECTIONS: Ask a grown-up for help with scissors! 

1. Cut out two large pieces of contact paper and set one aside. 
         Slowly peel the backing off of one of the sheets.

2. Lay the contact paper sticky side up on a table  
        (tape the sides down with masking tape so it doesn’t curl up).

3. Gently press down the items from your nature hunt.

4. Peel off the backing from the second sheet of contact  
         paper and carefully place it over your collage.

5. Hang the collage in a window! 
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THE WAYS  

OF SURVIVAL!
You can camp out in your backyard or  
your living room and have an adventure!

Have a grown-up help you set up a play tent in your backyard. Or 
you can build a fort in your living room with chairs, blankets, sheets, 
and couch cushions. Use clothespins or chip clips to help attach the 
blankets and sheets. You can tell stories, sing songs, and look at the 
clouds and the stars (or imagine them)! 
 
Make sure you have all the supplies you will need to camp!

Flashlight

Books

Games

Stuffed animals

Blankets

Pillows

Water

Snacks
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See how many of these objects you can find! 

SQUIRREL     SPOON     BIRD     FROG     CAN     NEST 

LANTERN     LIZARD     ACORN     WATERING CAN     SNAIL


