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Booker the Library Bat 1:
The New Guard

by Jess M. Brallier
illustrated by Jeff Harter

« Fact-based story based on the bats that
protect the Joanina Library

« STEM-focused book grounded in facts
about bats

ABOUT THE BOOK

The launch of a picture book series about
the adventures of a book-loving bat and his
buddies as they patrol and protect their
library home.

THE NEW GUARD

By Jess M. Brallier e

Illustrated by Jeff Harter

HC: 9781645950462 - e-book: 9781645951216

Booker the bat has completed his training and he’s excited to report for duty as the newest guard at the Joanina
Library in Coimbra, Portugal. His job is to fly through the stacks at night, gobbling down the bugs that are in
turn eating the 200,000 antique leather books. There’s only one problem: how will he fit in with the other guards?
They're so cool and confident, and what if they don’t like him? But when Booker spots a human attempting to
steal pages from one of the valuable books, he summons his courage, (echo)locates the other bat guards, and
swoops in with a plan to save the day!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

o Define guard. What is the job of a book guard? .

Read the paragraph about Joanina Library in
Coimbra, Portugal. How did the bats become known
as guards? How does the illustration on the first
double-page spread reveal Booker’s desire to work
in the library? Explain the significance of his name.

Booker is the library’s newest guard. What does
he learn the first night on the job? Explain what
he means when he says his first night feels “like
his first day of school” Why does he worry about
fitting in with the other guards? Note the other
guards. What does Booker see and hear when he
looks up from his book?
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What does Booker learn about Rocco, Teddy, and
Tess on pages 5 and 6? Point out Booker in the
illustration on page 6. Why is he hunched at the
bottom of the page? There is a lot of humor in the
book. How is this double-page spread especially
funny? Discuss how Booker worries about being
funny after observing the other guards.

What is the rare book room? How are the books in
this room especially valuable? What does Booker
discover in this room? Explain how the illustra-
tion on pages 9 and 10 shows that an evil act is
occurring. Look closely at the illustration. Why
do you think only the man’s hands and the dagger
are shown? How does the beam of light from the
flashlight lead readers’ eyes to the crime?

What is Booker’s plan to ensure the thief is caught?
He gathers the other guards to help. Explain why
poop is their best ammunition.

Study the last illustration. How do Booker’s wings
make him look as though he is taking a bow? What
does the smile on his face indicate? Does Booker
ever have to worry about fitting in again?

Guide created by Pat Scales, retired school librarian and independent consultant, Greenville, South Carolina.
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