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% “Delightful . . . inviting . . . a fine
example of using everyday life to
exemplify science and success. A joy
to experience.”—Booklist, Starred Review

Tllustrated by
o FRANK MORRISON

ABOUT THE BOOK

How does this city garden grow? With help
from Li’l Sissy and her siblings—and love,
love, love! A celebration of nature, family,
and food.

HC: 9780823447862 - e-book: 9780823453085

Visiting the city from her home in the suburbs, an African American girl sees how a few packets of seeds, some
helping hands, and hard work transform an empty lot in a housing project into a magical place where vegetables
grow and family gathers. It’s the magic of nature in the heart of the city!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Setting is when and where a book takes place.
Study the cover of the book. How do the title of
the book and the cover illustration reveal the set-
ting?

Why do people call Uncle Johns garden “the
garden” What is a garden plot? Look at the
illustration on pages 6 and 7. How is “the garden”
a plot before it becomes a garden?

Li’l Sissy is telling the story. Take a clue from the
first page of text and point out Li’l Sissy in the
illustration. Who is the oldest child? Point out the
middle child.

Explain how the garden tools the children and
Uncle John use vary in size. Why would it be
difficult for the children to use the same size tools
that Uncle John uses? Discuss the following simile
that describes Uncle John’s shovel: “His was as tall
as brother” (p. 9). Think of a simile that would best
describe Li’l Sissy’s shovel.
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Uncle John allows the children to choose the seeds
they want to plant. Draw a connection between
the seeds Li’l Sissy chooses and the illustration on
the cover of the book. The story says what seeds
the children plant, but it doesn't say what Uncle
John plants.

Suggest vegetables that Uncle John might grow.
The children’s mother says they are growing
“succotash.” Study the recipe for succotash at the
end of the book. How does the recipe explain
their mom’s statement?

Discuss the planting process. How does Uncle
John prepare the childrens rows for planting? A
garden takes a lot of work. Describe the daily work
the children do to help their plants grow.

Study the illustration on pages 12 and 13 and
describe the storm. How does the illustrator paint
wind and rain? What do you think Li’l Sissy is
thinking when she looks at the storm from her
window?

Define harvest. What does Uncle John teach
the children about harvesting their vegetables?
Notice the illustration on pages 14 and 15. The
children and Uncle John appear to be walking
in step with one another. How does this suggest
teamwork?

Discuss the family gathering at the end of the
summer. Why are the grown-ups seated at the
smallest table? What do the children learn about
sharing?

Describe the last illustration in the book. What
are Uncle John and the children looking at?
Explain what they see. Why does Uncle John have
his arms around the children?
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