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Amy Schwartz has written and 

illustrated many celebrated books for 

children, including What James Likes Best, 

winner of the Charlotte Zolotow Award; 

Polka Dots for Poppy, a Bank Street Best 

Children’s Book of the Year; Bea and Mr. 

Jones, a Reading Rainbow selection; and 100 

Things That Make Me Happy, which received 

three starred reviews. Her work has appeared 

on the New York Times Best Illustrated List 

and won awards such as the Jewish Book 

Award and the Christopher Award. She 

lives in Brooklyn, New York.
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Gold Standard Selection

A Bookpage Best 
Book of the Year

A School Library Journal 
Best Book of the Year

“Schwartz has for decades been one of our most 
tuned-in, honest, and sympathetic chroniclers of 

childhood; here she is at her absolute best.”
—The Horn Book, starred review

 “This book is exactly what being a toddler is all 
about, and Schwartz shares it with simple language, 

wonderful art, and an attitude of sheer delight.” 
—School Library Journal, starred review
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In thirteen illustrated vignettes, 

young  Ayana enjoys big and little 

adventures at home, at a community 

garden, and throughout her city 

neighborhood.

These carefully observed moments 

in the life of a preschooler are 

masterfully captured by celebrated 

author-illustrator Amy Schwartz 

with wit and delight.  A companion 

book to 13 Stories About Harris.

A Junior Library Guild Gold Standard Selection
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A loving look at the ups and downs of being a preschooler 
in the big city. Thirteen illustrated vignettes capture the 

wonder and humor of everyday life for a toddler named Ayana. 
 

What’s Included:
• 13 Stories About You!

• 13 Things to Spot!
• 13 Pictures of Harris!

AMY SCHWARTZ  has written and illustrated many celebrated books for
children, including What James Likes Best, winner of the Charlotte Zolotow 
Award; Polka Dots for Poppy, a Bank Street Best Children’s Book of the Year;  
Bea and Mr. Jones, a Reading Rainbow selection; and 100 Things That Make Me  
Happy, which received three starred reviews. Her work has appeared on the New 
York Times Best Illustrated List and won awards such as the Jewish Book Award 
and the Christopher Award. She lives in Brooklyn, New York.
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13 STORIES ABOUT YOU! 13 STORIES ABOUT YOU! 
What activities do you love to do in your community? 

Write 13 things you do in your neighborhood that are interesting and fun.

13 Stories About Ayana
by Amy Schwartz
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13 THINGS TO SPOT!13 THINGS TO SPOT!
Can you find these 13 things at the block party?

13 Stories About Ayana
by Amy Schwartz
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1. Yellow Earrings 
2. Pink Curtains
3. Green Ice Cream Cone
4. Blue Cup of Coffee
5. Orange Doorknob
6. Yellow Balloon
7. Pink Paintbrush

8. Orange Purse
9. Pink Flowers

10. Green Hat
11. Pink Cupcake
12. Plant
13. Pink Shoes
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13 PICTURES OF HARRIS!13 PICTURES OF HARRIS!
Ayana’s best friend is Harris. Can you count 13 pictures of Harris in the book?
Draw your favorite pictures below!

13 Stories About Ayana
by Amy Schwartz
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