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Everyone in the big city has 
an important job.
What can little Scoot do?

W ith kindness, helpfulness, 
and courage, a tiny 

sparrow proves her worth. 
Fran Manushkin’s sprightly 
text, which touches upon the 
challenges of urban wildlife, is 
a delight to read aloud; while 
Bruce Degen’s arresting palette 
and dramatic compositions, 
including twenty New York 
City landmarks, will fascinate 
readers of all ages. 
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Fran Manushkin is the 
author of many books for children, 
including the popular Katie Woo 
series. Before she embarked on her 
career as an author, Fran was a junior 
editor who reported to legendary 
editors Ursula Nordstrom and 
Charlotte Zolotow. Scoot: A Tiny New 
York Bird with a Great Big Idea is her 
first book for Holiday House. Fran 
explains, “I wrote the story because 
I am an avid birdwatcher. I hope my 
love and enthusiasm for these feisty, 
fascinating creatures comes through.”  
She lives in New York City. 

Bruce Degen is the illustrator 
of the bestselling Magic School Bus 
series, written by Joanna Cole, and he 
is both author and illustrator of the 
classic picture book Jamberry. Bruce’s 
first picture book was acquired by 
Fran Manushkin in 1977. Scoot is the 
first text he has illustrated that was 
written by Fran, and he has dedicated 
this book to her. Bruce, who describes 
himself as a “New York bird,” was born 
and raised in Brooklyn and lived in 
Manhattan too. He currently lives in 
Connecticut.
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ABOUT THE BOOK
A little sparrow displays big courage 
as she journeys across the iconic New 
York City skyline to save a flock of 
traveling birds. 
 

Scoot! Busy people on the bustling New York City streets shout at a little sparrow, but Scoot loves  
exploring the tasty smells and sparkling sights of the city with her new friend Scram. Busy cabs on 
Fifth Avenue. Glitzy dancers at Radio City Music Hall. Shoemakers, dressmakers, and bakers work-
ing all day. Scoot wants to be a part of it all, but what can a little bird do? When flocks of migrating 
birds get lost among the shiny windows and nighttime lights, Scoot and her new friends guide the 
birds to safety, discovering that they can do more than get out of the way.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

• Study the cover art. Which bird do you think 
has the “Great Big Idea”?

• Look closely at the title page. Where does 
Scoot live? The first page says that the Scoot’s 
nest is “cozy” and “narrow.” Define “cozy.” 
Explain how “narrow” makes the nest “cozy.”

• What is a skyline? Point out the tallest 
building in the New York City skyline. The  
sparrow smells different foods. Explain why 
Scoot calls the area around the food trucks a 
“sidewalk buffet.”   
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