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Up and up and up the skyscraper  

rises before our eyes. How is it  

built? Discover the step-by-step  

process in this updated introduction  

to skyscraper construction.

Engineers and architects plan the  

building. Then workers bring noisy  

machines, like bulldozers and cranes. 

The building site grows from a  

big hole to a foundation to a metal  

framework, floor by floor. Beams are  

fireproofed and windows are installed. 

Workers and materials climb higher  

and higher, according to careful  

planning from the first shovel of dirt  

to the last beam placed.

This new edition of a STEM classic  

includes updated information on  

building materials, drafting techniques, 

and safety standards for workers.

0408

“Readers become so involved with the  

project . . . that they feel proud when the building  

is completed.” —Publisher’s Weekly

According to The Washington Post, Gail Gibbons  

“has taught more preschoolers and early readers 

about the world than any other children’s writer- 

illustrator.” Ms. Gibbons is the author of more than 

100 books for young readers on a wide range of  

subjects. Her many honors include the Washington 

Post/Children’s Book Guild Nonfiction Award and  

the NSTA Outstanding Science Trade Book Award.
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with Gail Gibbons 
www.GailGibbonsBooks.com
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Use the instructions below to draw a skyscraper on the space provided. 
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1. Draw the base of the building
     on the bottom of the box.

2. Draw the door on the base. 

3. Draw the walls. 

4. Attach The Spire. 

5. Draw windows.  

6. Color your skyscraper! 

Courtesy of HelloArtsy: 2023 © HelloArtsy

For more Gail Gibbons fun, go to: 
https://holidayhouse.com/site/gail-gibbons/



It takes about three hundred people to build a skyscraper! 
Can you find some of them below?
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