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Georgia O’Keeffe’s 
Pecan Butterballs 
• 1 cup butter
• 1/4 cup sifted flour
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 2 teaspoons vanilla
• 2 cups finely chopped pecans
• Powdered sugar for rolling cookies

Preheat the oven to 300 °F. Cream the  
butter and add the rest of the ingredients. 
Form the dough into small balls and bake  
for 40–45 minutes. Roll the hot cookies  
in powdered sugar, then cool and roll  
in the powdered sugar again. Enjoy!
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Gifts from 
Georgia’s Garden

How Georgia O’Keeffe Nourished Her Art

Lisa Robinson    Hadley Hooper

Georgia O’Keeffe is famous
for her beautiful paintings of flowers 
and nature. But did you know that for
much of her life, Georgia lived on her
own sustainable homestead in New
Mexico, where she grew her own 
food, bought supplies locally, and 
even sewed her own clothing? 

In Georgia’s world, art was everything,
and everything was art. Learn how
her lifestyle fed her friends, her
garden, and the creative work that 
made her one of the most well-known
women in art history. 

Gifts from Georgia’s Garden shines 
new light on the life and philosophy
of a figure every child should know. 
In the back, find more biographical
details, sustainable gardening 
techniques you can try at home, 
and Georgia’s own pecan butterball
cookie recipe.

Lisa Robinson is the author
of several picture books, including 
Pirates Don’t Go to Kindergarten!, 
a Goodreads Choice nominee; The 
Sweetest Scoop: Ben & Jerry’s Ice 
Cream Revolution; and Were I Not a 
Girl: The Inspiring and True Story of
Dr. James Barry. She holds an MFA
in Writing for Young People from 
Lesley University. Lisa lives with her
family and cats in the Boston area, 
where she and her daughters enjoy
practicing aerial silks at their local 
circus studio.

Hadley Hooper is a painter
and illustrator whose artwork has 
been exhibited in galleries and 
museums in San Francisco, Toronto, 
New York, Denver, and Santa Fe, 
among other cities. As a picture 
book illustrator, she has worked with 
bestselling authors such as Patricia 
MacLachlan, Liz Garton Scanlon, 
and Jan Greenberg. She lives in 
Denver with her partner, Hugh 
Graham, and their dog, Augie.
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