
Picking Up a Million Pieces
You Are Perfect Just the Way You Are!

Another story about Dot! 

 After ripping her paper into a “million” pieces, Dot picks up the pieces 
and starts over. What will you make when you pick up a “million” pieces?  Write down five things you are good at in the spaces below.

You will need:
•	 Old magazines
•	 Colorful paper

•	 Sturdy white paper
•	 Glue

Instructions:
1. Select 2–4 magazine pages or sheets of colorful paper.

2. Rip up the magazines and colorful paper into a “million” little pieces.
3. Take deep, thoughtful breaths and think about a person you admire.

4. Pick up your million pieces and arrange them to look like the person you admire.
5. Glue your arranged pieces onto your white paper.

6. Share your new collage with your person!
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um the smallest  
person in her  
family. People often  
think she’s younger  
than she is, but not  
when she tells  
them the square root of sixty-four or  
checks out hard books at the library.  
She may be small, but she’s not little.

One day a new boy named Sam joins  
Dot’s class, and she wonders if he’s  
even smaller than she is. When Dot  
sees Sam getting bullied by a mean  
kid twice his size, she proves how  
big she really is.

Maya Myers’s debut picture book  
has a pitch-perfect voice that  
captures the inimitable Dot in all  
her fierceness, as do Hyewon Yum’s  
spot-on illustrations.

                Maya Myers is a 
                      debut picture book 
                      author as well as a  
                      freelance book editor 
                      and former elementary
                      school teacher. She 
                      lives in Charlotte, 
                      North Carolina, with  
her husband, author/illustrator 
Matt Myers, and her three daughters.

Hyewon Yum is the author  
and illustrator of several acclaimed  
books for children, including This  
Is Our House, The Twins’ Blanket,  
and Saturday Is Swimming Day,  
which received a Charlotte Zolotow  
Honor. Her book Mom, It’s My First  
Day of Kindergarten! received the  
Ezra Jack Keats New Illustrator 
Award. She lives in Brooklyn,  
New York, with her family.
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