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Laura Vaccaro Seeger  

is the author and illustrator  

of nearly two dozen acclaimed 

picture books, including Why? 
and Red, each the recipient  

of four starred reviews; The  
Hidden Alphabet ;  and the  

popular Dog and Bear series, 

the first of which won the  

Boston Globe–Horn Book  

Award. She has been awarded  

a Caldecott Honor twice, for 

First the Egg and Green, and  

a Geisel Honor twice, for First 
the Egg and One Boy. She  

divides her time between New 

York City and Long Island.  

Animals are hiding in this 

book—can you guess which 

ones? Lift the frames to find 

out. When you’ve met all ten, 

keep reading to learn more 

about them. 

Two-time Caldecott Honoree 

Laura Vaccaro Seeger’s  

distinctive artwork entrances  

in this three-in-one counting 

book, guessing game, and 

kid-friendly introduction to 

some of the Earth’s most  

interesting endangered  

creatures.  

Praise for The Hidden Alphabet

H “An outstanding alphabet book that is graphically distinguished as well as  

useful for the purpose intended. . . . Beautifully designed, fascinating to browse,  

and eminently successful.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

H “A visual delight . . . Seeger’s sophisticated paintings make this a fascinating 

artistic experience as well as a learning opportunity.”  

—School Library Journal (starred review)

Praise for Why?

H “A patient bear deftly answers most of a childlike rabbit’s many ‘whys.’ . . .   

Not all questions can be answered, but the communion of friendship lights  

much of life’s path.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“A rich one-on-one reading experience that will particularly resonate for any adult 

who has cared for a child in the ‘why’ phase.” —School Library Journal

Praise for Red

“Laura Vaccaro Seeger has wrought meaning and serendipity from the  

permutations of a single hue.” —Wall Street Journal

H “Wrapped in the heavy, honest tensions  between color and  emotion, Seeger  

emboldens children to connect with the young fox’s story and feel the raw  

consequence of  humans’ indifferent influence on the environment.” 

 —School Library Journal (starred review)

Animal Countdown jacket.indd   1Animal Countdown jacket.indd   1 11/15/23   1:19 PM11/15/23   1:19 PM

HolidayHouse.com 

COUNT THE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES

Add up the numbers of endangered animals below using the 
pictures. Write the total number of animals in the box on the right!
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WHAT ARE 
ENDANGERED 

SPECIES?
Endangered species 

are animals in danger 
of going extinct due 
to factors including 

exploitation, pollution, 
vulnerable habitats, 
and climate change. 
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MATCH THE  
ENDANGERED SPECIES

Whooping Crane

Panda Bear 

Sea Turtle 

Sea Otter

Giraffe

Snow Leopard 

Connect each of the endangered species on the 
left to their names on the right by drawing a line!
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ANIMAL ENVIRONMENT 
MATCHING!

Match the endangered species with their habitats by drawing a 
line from the animal picture on the left to the habitat picture on 

the right. Need help? Check the back pages of Animal Countdown 
to learn more about these animals!
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