
The Curious League

Of detectives and thieves

S.O.S.

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share, includ-
ing the first book in the Curious League series, 
Egypt’s Fire.

He’s had a long career as a writer and artist 
for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, HBO, 
Disney, and ABC. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in 
Los Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog,  
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at TomPhillipsWriter.com.

Jacket art by Stephen Gilpin
Bowler hat and umbrella 

illustration by Thomas  
theodore phillips iii

Jacket design by Jay Colvin

new york
PixelandInkBooks.com

@PixelandInkBks

Printed in the U.S.A.

"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”

US $18.99 / CAN $24.99
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“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire

PRAISE FOR 
THE CURIOUS LEAGUE OF DETECTIVES AND THIEVES

BOOK 1: EGYPT’S FIRE

A JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD GOLD STANDARD SELECTION

“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 

 —LeVar Burton

“A brisk romp chock-full of tricky twists and daffy doings.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] fast-moving cinematic madcap detective mystery.”  
—School Library Journal
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The Curious League

Of detectives and thieves

EGYPT’S FIRE

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Meet the greatest detective team 
you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection
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Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share. 

He’s had a long career as an editor and 
artist for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, 
HBO, Disney, and ABC, and is currently writing 
a screenplay for a major studio. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in Los 
Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog, 
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at tomphillipswriter.com.
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.

US $17.99 / CAN $23.99
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•	 A Picture Is Worth a Thousands Words
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•	 The Meaning Behind Definitions
•	 Searching for Clues
•	 A Colorful Cast
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ABOUT THE SERIES
With hilarious, nonstop adventure and a detective duo like no other, The Curious League of Detectives and 
Thieves is a middle grade series readers won’t be able to put down. Join twelve-year-old John Boarhog and 
Inspector Toadius McGee as they solve crimes, track down culprits, and go on wild adventures as members  
of the Society of Sleuths!

•	 Detective Word Search
•	 Spot the Difference
•	 Suspect Profile
•	 The Power of a Good Book(mark)
•	 What’s in a Name?
•	 Join the Club
•	 Logic Problems

Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, Tom Phillips grew up with a 
passion for storytelling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on their own, 
but also read aloud and share. He’s had a long career as a writer and artist 
for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, HBO, Disney, and ABC.  
An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in Los Angeles with his lovely wife 
and his dog, Dr. Watson. Visit him online at TomPhillipsWriter.com. 
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“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
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US $18.99 / CAN $24.99

E
A

N

©
 R

ud
y 

M
ey

er
s 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y

•

•

“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire

PRAISE FOR 
THE CURIOUS LEAGUE OF DETECTIVES AND THIEVES

BOOK 1: EGYPT’S FIRE

A JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD GOLD STANDARD SELECTION

“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 

 —LeVar Burton

“A brisk romp chock-full of tricky twists and daffy doings.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] fast-moving cinematic madcap detective mystery.”  
—School Library Journal

4C 

2

S.O
.S.

P
H

IL
L

IP
S

THE Curious league of 
detectives and thieves

3.5" .25" 5.625" 1.0625" 5.625" .25" 3.5"

8.
5"

CURIOUS LEAGUE 2 SOS_jkt_4-13-23_f.indd   1CURIOUS LEAGUE 2 SOS_jkt_4-13-23_f.indd   1 4/13/23   1:52 PM4/13/23   1:52 PM



A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS
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Hieroglyphics, created by the ancient Egyptians, are one of the first written 
languages. Using the Egyptian alphabet, can you decipher these codes?   
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Make your own code! Use the space below to write your own code using the Egyptian alphabet symbols.
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MUSEUM LABYRINTH
 
Help John find the Egypt’s Fire ruby! Navigate through the museum’s 
hallways to find the ruby and bring it to the Egypt exhibit.

START!

END!
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touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride, 
but you don’t have to take my word for it.”  —LeVar Burton1
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EGYPT’S FIRE

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Meet the greatest detective team 
you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in 
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes  
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to  
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection
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Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share, includ-
ing the first book in the Curious League series, 
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for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, HBO, 
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"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”
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“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire
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“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 

 —LeVar Burton

“A brisk romp chock-full of tricky twists and daffy doings.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] fast-moving cinematic madcap detective mystery.”  
—School Library Journal
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THE MEANING BEHIND DEFINITIONS 

For expert detectives, anything can be a clue. To figure out the clue, 
find the correct word for each definition. Then use the letters in the 
circle to find the hidden meaning.
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Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  
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get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection
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telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share. 
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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DEFINITION
1.	 A child whose parents have died. 

2.	 A structure with a square or triangular base and sloping sides that meet at a point at the top; built in ancient Egypt. 

3.	 A stone coffin, often associated with ancient Egypt. 

4.	 Not easily convinced; having doubts or reservations. 

5.	 A person who has committed a crime. 

6.	 A building in which objects of historical, scientific, artistic, or cultural interest are stored and exhibited. 

7.	 A store that seems normal to the public, but has a hidden business taking place behind the scenes, usually involved in  
illegal activities.

WORD

CLUE

1. Orphan, 2. Pyramid, 3. Sarcophagus, 4. Skeptical, 5. Criminal, 6. Museum, 7. Speakeasy, Clue: Pickles
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SEARCHING FOR CLUES
When you’re a detective, you should always keep your eyes open. 
Head to your nearby natural history museum and see if you can spot 
these things. Who knows—it might even lead you to some clues!
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n past, including that he’s a lot 
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ore involved in this w

eb of endearing ne’er-
do-w

ells than he ever could have im
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 love letter to classic m
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Fire introduces a rem
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steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.
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touch it. . . .
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el’s glass prison. H
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the 
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heist, Inspector Toadius M
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ee and his protégé 
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ill be no clear skies ahead. A
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ple. John, you have to be ready.”
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rst person to recom
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end you 
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CLUE CHARACTER SKETCH
Master detectives always pay attention to details and descriptions.  
After reading S.O.S., pick a character listed below, and based on their  
description in the book, sketch their physical appearance. 

  

        A

CTIV I T Y KIT 

The Curious League

Of detectives and thieves

EGYPT’S FIRE

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Meet the greatest detective team 
you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection

0812

Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share. 

He’s had a long career as an editor and 
artist for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, 
HBO, Disney, and ABC, and is currently writing 
a screenplay for a major studio. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in Los 
Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog, 
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at tomphillipswriter.com.
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride, 
but you don’t have to take my word for it.”  —LeVar Burton1

E
G

Y
P

T
’S

 F
IR

E
P

H
IL

L
IP

S
THE Curious league of

detectives and thieves

3.5” .3125” 5.625” 1.125” 5.625” .3125” 3.5”

8.
5”

EGYPT'S FIRE JKT 6P SPINE.indd   1EGYPT'S FIRE JKT 6P SPINE.indd   1 3/4/22   3:21 PM3/4/22   3:21 PM

May be reproduced at no charge.

PixelandInkBooks.com
PI  EL INK

PI  ELX
INK

X

•	 Mr. Fishfighter
•	 Captain Cloudhopper
•	 Mora Doaponi
•	 Abra K. Dabra

Illustrations © 2023 by TGM Development Corp.
Bowler hat and umbrella illustrations by Thomas Thoedore Phillips III

All other illustrations by Stephen Gilpin

The Curious League The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thievesof Detectives and Thieves
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The Curious League

Of detectives and thieves

S.O.S.

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share, includ-
ing the first book in the Curious League series, 
Egypt’s Fire.

He’s had a long career as a writer and artist 
for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, HBO, 
Disney, and ABC. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in 
Los Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog,  
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at TomPhillipsWriter.com.
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"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”

US $18.99 / CAN $24.99

E
A

N

©
 R

ud
y 

M
ey

er
s 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y

•

•

“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire
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“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 

 —LeVar Burton

“A brisk romp chock-full of tricky twists and daffy doings.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] fast-moving cinematic madcap detective mystery.”  
—School Library Journal
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DETECTIVE WORD SEARCH
Can you find these character names in the word search below?
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Meet the greatest detective team 
you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
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Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share. 

He’s had a long career as an editor and 
artist for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, 
HBO, Disney, and ABC, and is currently writing 
a screenplay for a major studio. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in Los 
Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog, 
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Visit him online at tomphillipswriter.com.
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share, includ-
ing the first book in the Curious League series, 
Egypt’s Fire.

He’s had a long career as a writer and artist 
for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, HBO, 
Disney, and ABC. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in 
Los Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog,  
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at TomPhillipsWriter.com.

Jacket art by Stephen Gilpin
Bowler hat and umbrella 

illustration by Thomas  
theodore phillips iii

Jacket design by Jay Colvin

new york
PixelandInkBooks.com

@PixelandInkBks

Printed in the U.S.A.

"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”
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“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Look carefully! See if you can find the five differences between 
these two images. (Five differences total)

Answers: 1. white flower on Kana’s shirt, 2. pin on Toadious’s 
lapel, 3. ship window, 4. Wembley’s shirt, 5. blue umbrella
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Meet the greatest detective team 
you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”
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“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
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SUSPECT PROFILE
Help John Boarhog and Toadius McGee narrow down their suspects 
by filling out this profile. As you read each book and find more  
possible suspects, make copies of this profile sheet to fill out so you 
can track potential thieves. 
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But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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If you help solve each case, you’ll be one step closer to being a master detective!

Name: ________________________
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Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
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THE POWER OF A GOOD BOOK(MARK)
Which side are you on—the Society of Sleuths or the Thieves Guild? 
Draw your favorite character, then color and cut out your own bookmark!   
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Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
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before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Rule Number Nineteen: Your name is only as good as your word. Figure 
out your detective and thief names by following the instructions below.

First Name:  
Take the first letter of your first name

Last Name: 
Take your birth month

First Name: 
Take the color of the shirt you’re wearing

Last Name: 
Take the last letter of your last name

A: Armadillion

B: Bucky

C: Crawdad

D: Dove

E: Egret

F: Fawn

G: Grizzly

H: Herringer

I: Impala

J: Jackdaw

K: Kittie

L: Lionus

M: Mousius

Jan: Popple

Feb: Finnick

Mar: Lollygag

Apr: Gibbon

May: Clutterbuck

Jun: Meldrop

Jul: Dollop

Aug: Tickle

Sep: Borden

Oct: Gerber

Nov: Squabble

Dec: Tilly 

Red: Garnet

Orange: Amber

Yellow: Mustard

Green: Emerald

Blue: Cobalt

Purple: Periwinkle

 

A: Aphid

B: Beetle

C: Cicada

D: Dragonfly

E: Earwig

F: Flea

G: Glowworm

H: Horsefly

I: Icebug
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crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
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“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”

US $18.99 / CAN $24.99

E
A

N

©
 R

ud
y 

M
ey

er
s 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y

•

•

“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
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Meet the greatest detective team 
you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection

0812

Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share. 

He’s had a long career as an editor and 
artist for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, 
HBO, Disney, and ABC, and is currently writing 
a screenplay for a major studio. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in Los 
Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog, 
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at tomphillipswriter.com.
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Printed in the U.S.A.

Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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LOGIC PROBLEMS (PAGE 1)
Complete the logic problem below.
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Answer Key:

Final Orders::
• Jaclyn: Blueberry Pancakes, Whipped Cream, Milk.
• Pickles: Buttermilk Pancakes, Orange Juice.
• Goatinee: Pumpkin Pancakes, Maple Syrup, Tea.
• Toadius: Chocolate Pancakes, Strawberry topping, Coffee.

The Curious League The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thievesof Detectives and Thieves
by Tom Phillips

The Curious League

Of detectives and thieves

S.O.S.

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share, includ-
ing the first book in the Curious League series, 
Egypt’s Fire.

He’s had a long career as a writer and artist 
for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, HBO, 
Disney, and ABC. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in 
Los Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog,  
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at TomPhillipsWriter.com.
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"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”
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“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire

PRAISE FOR 
THE CURIOUS LEAGUE OF DETECTIVES AND THIEVES

BOOK 1: EGYPT’S FIRE

A JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD GOLD STANDARD SELECTION

“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 

 —LeVar Burton

“A brisk romp chock-full of tricky twists and daffy doings.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] fast-moving cinematic madcap detective mystery.”  
—School Library Journal
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LOGIC PROBLEMS (PAGE 2)
Complete the logic problem below.
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hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
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John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”
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—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire

PRAISE FOR 
THE CURIOUS LEAGUE OF DETECTIVES AND THIEVES

BOOK 1: EGYPT’S FIRE

A JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD GOLD STANDARD SELECTION

“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 

 —LeVar Burton

“A brisk romp chock-full of tricky twists and daffy doings.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] fast-moving cinematic madcap detective mystery.”  
—School Library Journal

4C 

2

S.O
.S.

P
H

IL
L

IP
S

THE Curious league of 
detectives and thieves

3.5" .25" 5.625" 1.0625" 5.625" .25" 3.5"

8.
5"

CURIOUS LEAGUE 2 SOS_jkt_4-13-23_f.indd   1CURIOUS LEAGUE 2 SOS_jkt_4-13-23_f.indd   1 4/13/23   1:52 PM4/13/23   1:52 PM

Answer Key:

Final Assignments:
• Sky: Tenor, Wood costume, The Mummy.
• Justin: Soprano, Old Rags, Dr. Henry.
• Autumn: Bass, Tree costume, The Princess.
• Tamela: Dr. Badguy, Feathers costume.



LOGIC PROBLEMS (PAGE 3)
Complete the logic problem below.

  

        A
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EGYPT’S FIRE

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Meet the greatest detective team 
you’ve never heard of. . . .

Twelve-year-old John Boarhog lives in
the ceiling of the New York Museum of  

Natural History, where he reads anything he can 
get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
hours. It’s better than being shipped off to the 
dreaded Jersey Home for Boys.

But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.

A love letter to classic middle grade, Egypt’s 
Fire introduces a remarkable new duo who will 
steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection

0812

Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share. 

He’s had a long career as an editor and 
artist for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, 
HBO, Disney, and ABC, and is currently writing 
a screenplay for a major studio. 

An armchair Sherlockian, Tom lives in Los 
Angeles with his lovely wife and his dog, 
Dr. Watson. 

Visit him online at tomphillipswriter.com.

Jacket art by Stephen Gilpin
Bowler hat and umbrellas logo by Tom Phillips

Jacket design by Jay Colvin

PixelandInkBooks.com
@PixelandInkBks

Printed in the U.S.A.

Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride, 
but you don’t have to take my word for it.”  —LeVar Burton1
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The Curious League

Of detectives and thieves

S.O.S.

TO M  P H I L L I P S

Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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their own, but also read aloud and share, includ-
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He’s had a long career as a writer and artist 
for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, HBO, 
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"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”
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“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire
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BOOK 1: EGYPT’S FIRE
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“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 

 —LeVar Burton

“A brisk romp chock-full of tricky twists and daffy doings.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] fast-moving cinematic madcap detective mystery.”  
—School Library Journal
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Answer Key:

Final Assignments::
• Shim-sham: Stole the Banana, caught by Pickles at the Blue Moose Jazz Club.
• Mauve Moth: Stole the Gold Locket, caught by Brownie.
• Wormwood: Was caught by Boarhog at the Museum (possibly for another theft).
• The Great Goatinee: Was caught at Times Square (hates Bananas, didn’t steal the Ruby).
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Complete the logic problem below.

Complete the logic problem below.
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get his hands on and explores the artifacts after 
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But when a rare Egyptian ruby—the 
highlight of the museum’s new exhibit—goes 
missing and John is found passed out nearby, the 
security footage reveals he’s the only one who 
could have committed the crime. That is, until 
unpredictable Inspector Toadius McGee sweeps 
in to wrestle control of the case, certain that the 
true culprit is a notorious criminal he’s been 
tracking for years.

John quickly becomes the Watson to 
Toadius’s Holmes as they race from Broadway 
to back alleys to a speakeasy that only serves 
root beer. And along the way, John uncovers se-
crets about his own past, including that he’s a lot 
more involved in this web of endearing ne’er-
do-wells than he ever could have imagined.
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steal your heart as surely as it leaves you begging 
for their next grand adventure.

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection

0812

Despite a lifelong struggle with dyslexia, TOM 
PHILLIPS grew up with a passion for story-
telling. He writes books that kids can enjoy on 
their own, but also read aloud and share. 

He’s had a long career as an editor and 
artist for clients such as LeVar Burton Kids, 
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Now he understood why the ruby was named Egypt’s Fire—the
stone had left him with a burning desire in his heart. If only I could 

touch it. . . .
Before John could shake off the spell, he was right in front of the 

jewel’s glass prison. He gazed deeply into the heart of the ruby, swaying 
helplessly, his image reflected back at him in the stone’s many facets, as if 
he were staring into a thousand vermilion mirrors. 

Enchantment turned to terror. His heart plunged and his hands began 
to shake, for the reflections showed him something he had not been 
prepared to see. 

John had been wrong about three things that night: Danger did lurk 
in the museum; he was not alone; and he was about to uncover a life-
changing mystery.
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Thievery at  
twelve thousand feet

H oping to intercept the Mauve Moth 
before they execute their next great 

heist, Inspector Toadius McGee and his protégé 
John Boarhog book passage on the H.M.R.A.S.  
Bouteille—a luxury cruise liner airship. But alas, 
there will be no clear skies ahead. A committee 
from the Society of Sleuths is also aboard, ready 
to put John through his first trial to gain full 
membership, despite Toadius’s objections.

Furious with his mentor, John falls in with 
the Hive, a group of kids obsessed with using 
social media for fame. They see how valuable 
he is, even if Toadius doesn’t.

But when both the Mauve Moth and 
Shim-Sham resurface, each with their own 
nefarious aims, will the detective duo be able 
to see past their disagreements to, once again, 
save the day?

The second book in The Curious League 
of Detectives and Thieves series, S.O.S. is a 
hilarious, high-flying, heart-pounding mys-
tery adventure readers won’t be able to put 
down.
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"Two weeks ago, you gave me a pin and asked me if I wanted to 
join the S.O.S. And suddenly I’m not ready?”

“You haven’t learned all of the rules yet,” Toadius began.
“So teach them to me.”
“It’s not that simple. John, you have to be ready.”
“I am ready!”
“No, you are emotional. Rule Number Fourteen: Feelings aren’t facts.”
“It is a fact! I’m ready.”
“The facts are these. You have been studying how to be a detective 

for less than a month. We have two international criminals stowed away 
on a ship that, in a very short time, will be floating over ten thousand 
feet in the air. It’s too dangerous. There are too many variables, and 
I can’t protect you. I need your help to finish the case we’ve started. 
Then, I give you my word, I’ll be the first person to recommend you 
for the Society trials.”
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“[A] laugh-out-loud caper.”  
—Publishers Weekly on Egypt’s Fire
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“The Curious League of Detectives and Thieves is a great ride,  
but you don’t have to take my word for it.” 
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—Kirkus Reviews
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Answer Key:

Final Assignments:
• Sawing the assistant in half: Set on fire, caused by slipping on a banana, resulted in mustache being set on fire.
• Escape Trick: Handcuffed to a police officer, caused by a broken buckle.
• Rabbit and Hat Trick: Made underwear disappear, caused by betrayal.
• Card Trick: Sprinklers went off, caused by blinding by the light, and affected the audience.


