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Seagarden
by Michelle A. Barry

ABOUT THE BOOK
Forced to hide her newfound magic or risk imprison-
ment or worse, Myra enrolls in an interplanetary 
academy exchange program to dig up more about the 
government’s many conspiracies, but instead uproots 
even darker secrets that could drown everything she’s 
grown to trust.

Revolution is watered with sweat and tears.

As Myra Hodger begins her second year at the elite Sci-
entific Lunar Academy of Magic, she should be happy. 
Her days of faking Number Whisperer magic are over, 
and she has friends she can trust with the secret of her 
Botan abilities. But that doesn’t mean she’s through 
pretending to be someone she’s not. Mourning Bernie 
and the incredible moongarden they cultivated togeth-
er, she feels like she’s losing herself just when she found 
the thing that made her feel whole. She’s given a seed of 
hope when she runs into a teen Rep in the hallway who 
looks eerily familiar. But irritable Bernard, controlled 
by his Rep implant, is nothing like her beloved Bernie.

With the continuing interplanetary food crisis conspiracy, an anonymous tip about a community of free 
Reps who might be able to help save Bernard, and the hunt for more information about what really happened 
to the banished Botans, all routes seem to point to Venus, and an exchange program with the Venusian 
Academy of Magical Arts might provide Myra and her friends the cover they need to unearth the answers 
they seek.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• The conflict is the problem to be solved. Identify
the conflict of this novel. How does the conflict
relate to what happened in Moongarden? Explain
how the conflict is resolved. Which characters aid
in resolving the conflict? The climax is the high
point or turning point in a novel. What is the cli-
max of Seagarden?

• Myra, Lila, and Canter smuggle seeds from the
abandoned moongarden. Discuss their determi-
nation to start a new moongarden. They scout the
campus of S.L.A.M. to find the most secure loca-
tion. What is the irony in the location they iden-
tify? Why are they convinced it is safe? How does
Canter use magic to keep the garden thriving?
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•	 How was Jake Melfin involved with Fiona Weathers’s  
arrest? Myra is returning from the restroom in a restau-
rant when she overhears a conversation between her 
mom and Ms. Goble. What is the importance of this 
conversation? Relate this conversation to the one Myra 
overhears between Jake Melfin and Mr. Weathers in 
Moongarden. Explain what Myra’s mom means when 
she says, “Intention is everything in magic and in life” 
(p. 34). Describe Myra’s intention as she begins the new 
school year. What is Ms. Curie’s intention when she 
takes a teaching position on Venus?

•	 Discuss Myra’s breakup with Hannah. Why is she anx-
ious to reunite with her former best friend? Describe 
the trip to Hannah’s housing development on Venus. 
What is Myra’s first reaction when she sees Hannah? 
How does Hannah respond? Describe Hannah’s re-
action when Myra mentions Jake Melfin and his 
company, MFI. Discuss the information Jake wants 
from Hannah. Explain what the kids learn about  
Fiona Weathers, Meredith, Hannah’s sister, and Han-
nah’s mother.

•	 What is a Rep? Describe the friendship that devel-
oped between Bernie and Myra. She is devastated 
that he is gone. How does Myra meet Bernard? Why 
is she convinced that he is really Bernie? Explain why 
Canter disagrees with Myra. Why is Myra so inter-
ested in the Rep meeting place? What happens when 
she finds it? Explain why Director Weathers sends  
Bernard to Venus with the exchange students.

•	 S.L.A.M. has arranged an exchange program with 
the Venusian Academy of Magical Arts (V.A.M.A.). 
What is the purpose of this program? Ms. Goble and  
Director Weathers choose the participants. Why does 
Director Weathers want to interview Myra, Canter, 
and Lila? What does Myra say that causes Canter to 
say, “Myra nailed it” (p. 73). Why isn’t Myra chosen? 
How does her mother aid in her eventual acceptance?

•	 What is Myra, Lila, and Canter’s motive when they 
apply to V.A.M.A.? Why does Myra resist all that the 
school offers? How are Lila and Canter sucked into 
the program at V.A.M.A.? Explain how Myra seems 
jealous. How does Myra meet Noah Morris? In what 
ways are they alike? At what point does Noah realize 
that he can trust Myra? How does Noah get tangled 
up with Melfin’s scheme? Explain what Lila means 
when she says, “Friendship isn’t a Chemic solution 
that can be diluted with each new added ingredient” 
(p 214).

•	 Compare and contrast S.L.A.M. and V.A.M.A 
Describe the campus of V.A.M.A. Myra says of  
V.A.M.A., “Nothing’s organized. Nothing makes  
sense. Everyone just does whatever they want”  
(p. 156). Consider this comment and discuss why 
Myra should fit in at this school. Myra is impressed 
by the performances at V.A.M.A. but wonders if  
it’s good for the galaxy. Explain the power of the 
arts. How is magic used to create student perfo-
mances? Mr. Finch encourages Myra to learn a 
musical instrument. What causes her to return the 
trombone after she masters a few melodies?

•	 Discuss the moment that the seagarden emerges.  
Explain what Myra means in the following quote: 
“Hope flickers inside me like an ember, and I roll up 
my sleeves” (p. 209). Why does the seagarden make 
her hopeful?
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“NO ONE ELSE CAN KNOW 
ABOUT THIS PLACE. NOT YET.”

C enturies ago, Earth’s plants turned deadly, and 

humanity took to space to cultivate new 

homes. Myra Hodger is in her first year at an 

elite school on the Moon, and she’s crumbling 

under the pressure. She doesn’t fit in and, worse, 

the tattoos that signal her Number Whisperer 

magic aren’t developing. In her heart, she knows 

she doesn’t have a Creer, and soon everyone else 

will, too.

Wandering the halls while cutting class, she 

discovers a secret lab hidden behind one of the 

unused classrooms and, beyond that, a secret 

garden overflowing with plants. Dangerous toxic 

plants.

As she learns more about the garden, Myra 

begins to wonder if she does have a Creer after 

all—one that died out when the Earth did. One 

that could help solve the food shortages the 

government doesn’t want anyone to know about.

Re-envisioning The Secret Garden for a new 

generation, Moongarden weaves together STEAM 

themes and intense social pressures in a stunning 

series starter, and introduces a dynamic heroine 

who might just grow a revolution.
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I HEAVE MYSELF TO MY FEET, SQUINTING IN THE DIM 
light. Something glows above me—first red, then orange, then 

finally pale yellow—before overheard lights flicker on, illuminating 

the room. I must be dreaming, or maybe I hit my head on my way 

down. There’s no way that this can be real.

I blink, trying to clear the green haze. I’ve never seen a green 

that’s so . . . green, like I’m finally seeing the real version of the 

color after years of looking at poor, lab-manufactured substitutes. 

I soak in every detail, every leaf, every stem, every bit of pigment 

in the room—in the garden—surrounding me.

But moons don’t have gardens. At least, I didn’t think they did.

•
“A stellar update of The Secret Garden, woven with a little science 

fiction, a lot of magic, a vibrant heroine, and a plucky robot 

sidekick to rival R2-D2.” —Victoria Aveyard, New York Times 

bestselling author of Red Queen
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"Moongarden blooms with heart and adventure." 
—Victoria Aveyard, New York Times  

bestselling author of Red Queen
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OUT OF THE ASHES, 
CHANGE WILL GROW.

Thrown onto a ship on a one-way voyage  

to uninhabitable Earth, Myra, Hannah, and 

Bernard believe they’ll never see their home or 

those they care about again. After crash-landing, 

they’re dragged away . . . by people? Unbe- 

knownst to just about everyone in the galaxy, 

the Old World is inhabited by Botans and many 

generations of their offspring.

Back on Venus, Canter and Lila are trying 

to figure out how to get their friends back while 

waiting for the right moment to expose Melfin’s 

treachery.

But there’s more at stake than revealing the  

continued existence of the Botans and freeing 

the Reps. There are other Old World secrets,  

long buried. Secrets that were hidden for a  

very good reason. . . .

Will Myra and her friends spark and cultivate 

a new future from the ruins of the old, or have 

they ignited an inferno that will destroy all they 

hold dear?

The third book in the Plotting the Stars series, 

Ashgarden burns with determination, exploring 

the devastating possibilities of climate change 

and the power kindled when we come together 

to fight for something better.

10UP

MICHELLE A. BARRY is the author of 

Moongarden and Seagarden, the first two books 

in the Plotting the Stars series. Born and raised 

in Springfield, Massachusetts, she now resides 

in Connecticut with her husband and their two 

children. Visit her online at MichelleBarryBooks.com.

“RUN!” HANNAH YELLS, AND WE ALL BOLT IN DIFFERENT 
directions. I pump my arms, wishing we were already in the forest. 
Desperate, I call on my magic, and trees sprout around us like 
sentinels. Maybe we could climb them? My hand closes around 
the rough bark of a branch when something hits me, sending me 
crashing to the ground.

I roll onto my back, a sharp pain sparking in my neck as eyes  
behind a mask of foliage blink down at me. I try to fight, but my 
limbs are limp and useless.

Then, for the second time today, all I see is black.

•
Praise for PLOTTING THE STARS

Book 1: MOONGARDEN 
A Texas Lone Star Reading List Title 

An Indiana Young Hoosier Book Award Nominee 
A Read Aloud Indiana Middle Grade List Title

★ “Readers will be eager for the next installment in this marvelous, 
magical universe.” —Booklist, starred review

“A stellar update of The Secret Garden.” —Victoria Aveyard,  
New York Times bestselling author of Red Queen

“Intriguingly complex.” —Kirkus Reviews

Book 2: SEAGARDEN
“Richly imagined and excitingly paced.” —Kirkus Reviews
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GROW A REVOLUTION!
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