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There’s nothing very special about seventh 
grader Amber Price. She’s not a star student, 
athlete, or artist, and she’s definitely not one 
of the popular kids. Her crush hardly knows 
she exists.
     At least, that’s her life before. Before a fire 
destroys her home, before her teenage brother 
Gage saves her life, before her classmates rally 
to stage a fundraiser, the Price of Kindness, 
for her family. Suddenly, Gage is a famous 
hero, and Amber is the center of attention at 
school. 
     Yet even as she enjoys her new popularity, 
Amber has lots to worry about. Her stressed-
out parents separate. Her two best friends 
compete for her attention. And why, after 
risking his life to save her, is Gage keeping 
so many secrets from her? Just days before 
her family will be honored in a special Price 
of Kindness presentation at the homecoming 
game, Amber discovers the shocking truth 
about the fire. Suddenly, she faces a huge 
moral question: Is it wrong to tell lies to  
save yourself and those you love?

T R I C I A 
S P R I N G S T U B B 
has written many books for young readers, 
including Looking for True, which was a  
Horn Book Fanfare title; The Most Perfect 
Thing in the Universe, which was a Mighty 
Girl Best Book of the Year; What Happened 
on Fox Street, an Indie Pick; and Every Single 
Second, which received starred reviews  
from Publishers Weekly and Kirkus Reviews. 
She lives in Cleveland Heights, Ohio.
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When Amber woke, it took a moment to remember where  

she was.

Swimming up through grogginess, she thought,  

Someone in the neighborhood has a campfire. 

She thought, I should close the window, the smoke’s 

getting in here. 

She thought, Wildfires—they’ve been on the news all 

summer, racing across the land, devouring everything in  

their path. 

But there were no forests around here. 

When she opened her eyes, a gray wall rose in front of 

her. When she tried to touch it, her hand disappeared. Heat 

licked her palm and she yanked it back. Gage’s room, that’s 

where she was. Alone at the top of the house. 
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How to Tell a True Story
by Tricia Springstubb

ABOUT THE BOOK

After seventh grader Amber’s secretive older brother 
rescues her from a devastating house fire, the commu-
nity’s response proves that kindness is as complicated 
as family in this novel for younger YA readers.

There’s nothing very special about Amber Price. She’s 
not a star student, athlete, or artist, and definitely not 
one of the popular kids. Her crush hardly knows she ex-
ists. At least, that’s her life before. Before a fire destroys 
her home, before her older teenage brother Gage saves 
her life, before her classmates rally to stage a fundraiser, 
the Price of Kindness, for her family. Suddenly, Gage, 
who was hurt in the fire, is a famous hero and Amber 
is the center of attention at school. Everyone wants to 
help, everyone wants to be kind, everyone wants to tell 
her story. 

As Amber enjoys her new popularity, she keeps her worries to herself. Her parents are arguing more than ever, 
and her father has moved into an apartment while the rest of the family stay with Amber’s aunt. And why, after 
he risked his life for her, is Gage keeping secrets from her? Then just days before her family will be honored in a 
special Price of Kindness presentation at school, she discovers how the fire started and faces a huge moral ques-
tion: Is it wrong to tell lies to save yourself and those you love? 

The Most Perfect Thing in the Universe author Tricia Springstubb poignantly explores the way disasters impact 
family and community, painting a tender portrait of resilience and empathy in this young YA novel.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Describe the Price family. What is the first hint that 
there is tension between Amber’s parents? Discuss 
the helplessness and hopelessness that Amber sees 
in her mom. How does the “truth” about the fire 
help bring the Price family together? 

• Discuss Amber and Gage’s relationship. How 
does Amber try to protect Gage when she re-
alizes that he is sneaking out? Describe Gage’s  
relationship with his dad before and after the 
fire.
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• What do the inspectors find in the basement of the 
Price house that indicates how the fire may have start-
ed? Explain why the insurance adjuster wants to in-
terview Gage. 

• Why do Mom, Dad, and Amber blame themselves for 
the fire? What is the first hint that Gage may be the 
person responsible for the fire? Discuss Gage’s con-
fession to Amber. Why is she willing to lie for him? 

• Describe the friendship between Amber, Lottie, and 
Mariah. Contrast the three girls. How do Lottie and 
Mariah compete for Amber’s attention? In what way 
is Lottie the most reliable friend? 

• Why does Amber feel she wasn’t a good friend to Lot-
tie when her mother died? Debate Amber’s question: 
“Did bad things have to happen to you—you person-
ally—before you could understand?” (p. 97) 

• Students at Amber’s school are in classes named for 
birds. Amber and Lottie are Falcons, and Mariah is 
an Eagle. What is the symbolism of each bird? What 
might Amber say is the best part of being a Falcon?  

• Describe Lucas. At what point is it obvious that he 
really likes Amber? How does she respond to him? 
Trace the crush they have on each other from the be-
ginning of the novel to the end. 

• Dad refuses to accept help from people because 
he doesn’t like charity. Explain the difference be-
tween charity and kindness. The Confetti Club at  
Amber’s school establishes a fundraiser called 
Price of Kindness. Why does Amber’s dad approve 
of this fundraiser? 

• Discuss the connection between courage and 
bravery. The entire community is painting Gage 
as “brave” for saving his sister. How does it take 
courage for Gage to go the police and tell the truth? 
Why does Amber insist on accompanying Gage? In 
what way does Amber display courage? 

• Dad says to Gage, “the biggest mistake you can 
make is letting other people tell you who you are. 
You’re the only one who can decide that” (p. 198). 
How does Gage decide who he is by the end of the 
novel? At what point does Amber realize that Ma-
riah and Lottie are molding her into themselves? 
Describe her sense of self by the end of the book. 

• Melissa Thom writes a feature story about the Price 
family for the school newspaper. She turns the story 
into a fable. Explain the moral of the story. 

• How does the Confetti Club react to the truth about 
the fire? Explain Mariah’s reaction. Debate whether 
this side of Mariah has been there all along. 

• Describe Mrs. Oluonye, Amber’s ELA teacher. 
What is her role in helping Amber face her class-
mates after the truth of the fire is revealed? 

• Discuss what Maxwell Driver and Lottie Jackson 
mean by “Kindness is not a reward. Everybody 
deserves it, no matter what” (p. 289).

• Explain the title of the novel. 

• In Looking for True by Tricia Springstubb, friend-
ship is important to Gladys and Jude. Contrast their 
need for friendship with Amber’s in How to Tell a 
True Story.

Guide created by Pat Scales, retired school librarian and independent consultant, Greenville, South Carolina. 
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Jude is tall, moody, and quiet. Gladys is tiny, bossy, and a blabber-
mouth. Though they live in the same small, crumbling town, there’s no 
way these two would ever be friends. 

Until . . . along comes a dog with a crooked tail and true-blue eyes, 
mistreated by a sad, cruel owner. Gladys has never especially liked dogs, 
and Jude’s been taught to fear them, but this one tugs at both their hearts. 
When True Blue runs away, together they hatch a plan to hide her in 
an abandoned house on the edge of town, just till they can figure out a 
permanent solution. But as their ties to the dog—and to one another—
deepen, the idea of giving her up and the reality of keeping such a big 
secret become more and more difficult. Then True Blue’s owner offers a 
big reward, money Jude’s family desperately needs, and their friendship is 
tested like never before. 

 Told in alternating voices, this poignant, thoughtful, and sometimes 
funny novel is about the joys and challenges of opening our hearts to others, 
whether they have two legs or four. 

Tricia Springstubb is the author of picture books, including the
American Library Association Notable Book Khalil and Mr. Hagerty and the 
Backyard Treasures and the Cody chapter book series. Her middle grade novels  
include Moonpenny Island, Every Single Second, and The Most Perfect Thing in 
the Universe, a Junior Library Guild Gold Standard selection.

MARKETING AND PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN
• National Media Campaign
• Middle Grade Media and Blogger Outreach
• Ohio Author Appearances 
• Pitch for Fall 2022 ABA Regional Trade Show 
• Inclusion in Middle Grade Bookstagrammer 

Partnership Program
• Goodreads Giveaway
• Pre-pub Trade Advertising 
• Consumer Advertising
• Dedicated e-Blast and e-Newsletter Outreach to 

Booksellers and Librarians
• Promotion at National School and Library Conferences 
• Educator’s Guide
• National & State Award Submissions

Looking for True
Publication Date: 11/01/22 • Ages 8-12
Hardcover ISBN: 978-0-8234-5099-2 
$17.99 • 5½ x 8¼ • 288 pages   
E-book ISBN: 978-0-8234-5401-3

Cover illustration by Matt Rockefeller

UNCORRECTED PROOF • NOT FOR SALE
Please check publication information and quotations 
against the published edition. Price, page count, and 
publication date are subject to change without notice. 
For moreinformation, please contact Sara DiSalvo at 
sdisalvo@holidayhouse.com.
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The ride back is always shorter than the ride there.  The ride back is always shorter than the ride there.  

Usually this is just a matter of perception, but today it  Usually this is just a matter of perception, but today it  

was a matter of Loah riding faster than ever before.  was a matter of Loah riding faster than ever before.  

All her life, the sight of home had filled her with relief. All her life, the sight of home had filled her with relief. 

The rest of the world was so often baffling or hurtful, but  The rest of the world was so often baffling or hurtful, but  

at home she could be herself. She could stop wondering at home she could be herself. She could stop wondering 

what people thought of her, what unexpected thing might what people thought of her, what unexpected thing might 

happen next, what she would fail at. At home she could  happen next, what she would fail at. At home she could  

feel safe. feel safe. 

Yet today when she saw the pointy roof of the turret Yet today when she saw the pointy roof of the turret 

poking through the trees, the usual happiness didn’t lift poking through the trees, the usual happiness didn’t lift 

her. Instead, she remembered what she’d forgotten while her. Instead, she remembered what she’d forgotten while 

she was away: Mama was not coming home. she was away: Mama was not coming home. 

Tricia Springstubb
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EE leven-year-old Loah Londonderry  

is definitely a homebody. While her 

mother, a noted ornithologist, works  

to save the endangered birds of the 

shrinking Arctic tundra, Loah anxiously 

counts the days till her return home.  

But then, to Loah’s surprise and  

dismay, Dr. Londonderry decides to  

set off on a perilous solo quest to  

find the Loah bird, long believed  

extinct. Does her mother care more 

deeply about Loah the bird than Loah 

her daughter? 

    Things get worse yet when Loah’s  

elderly caretakers fall ill and she finds 

herself all alone except for her friend  

Ellis. Ellis has big problems of her  

own, but she believes in Loah. She’s  

certain Loah has strengths that are 

hidden yet wonderful, like the golden 

feather tucked away on her namesake 

bird’s wing. When Dr. Londonderry‘s 

expedition goes terribly wrong, Loah 

needs to discover for herself whether 

she has the courage and heart to find 

help for her mother, lost at the top of 

the world.  

    Beautifully written, The Most  

Perfect Thing in the Universe is about 

expeditions big and small, and about 

creatures who defy gravity and those  

of us who are bound by it.

Tricia Springstubb is the author 

of well-loved books for children of all 

ages, including picture books, the CODY 

chapter book series, and middle grade 

novels—most recently, What Happened 

on Fox Street, Moonpenny Island, and 

Every Single Second. A frequent speaker 

at schools, libraries, and conferences, 

Tricia lives in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 

Visit her at triciaspringstubb.com.
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Tricia Springstubb has written many well-reviewed books for young readers, including Looking 
for True, The Most Perfect Thing in the Universe, How to Tell a True Story, and What Happened on 
Fox Street, which was an Indie Pick. She also wrote Every Single Second, which received starred 
reviews from Publishers Weekly and Kirkus Reviews. She lives in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. Learn 
more at TriciaSpringstubb.com. 


